celebrity biography readings Johnnnie Ray Ruined By Jonny Whiteside

Posted by Alasdair MacColla - 2009/12/10 05:58

Since Jonny Whiteside wasn't alive prior to 1960, all he can do is take the old issues of Confidential, Hush Hush and
Whisper at face value. What he doesn't know (or foolishly omitted from his biography of Johnnie Ray), is that the
reputation of those magazines sank from smutty to fraudulent in 1957. You don't get that in Whiteside's book. He does
provide a bibliography in the back with citations of this 1955 Hush Hush issue or that one about Johnnie Ray's alleged
homosexuality. In spring of '57 a group of actors led by Robert Mitchum sued Hollywood Research, Inc., the company
that published most of the scandal sheets, for libel. The group included Dorothy Dandridge and Maureen O'Hara. So
many stars sued these magazines that two Los Angeles district attorneys (Clarence Linn and William Ritzi) decided in
June 1957 to prosecute Hollywood Research, Inc. for conspiracy to commit criminal libel and three other felonies.
Naturally, the DA's office wanted as many stars as possible to testify, but only two responded to subpoenas: Dandridge
and O'Hara. Right now as we speak Maureen O'Hara's memoirs are hot in bookstores with a cogent account of the
fraud in Confidential. Dandridge died in 1965 but not before testifying in the Confidential criminal trial that Confidential
editors were either stupid or fraudulent. The Los Angeles Mirror News ran a picture of Dandridge testifying in the Hall
of Justice in its September 4, 1957 edition. It was the only one of six Los Angeles newspapers to run a photograph of
the Negro actress. On the stand Dorothy Dandridge scored a 1955 Confidential story that claimed she had made love
with a white man in the woods of Lake Tahoe, Nevada in 1950. That violated Jim Crow laws, and the African
Americans who broke those laws did it so they could get jobs and buy groceries, not so they could have sex in the
woods. If Lake Tahoe police had caught Dandridge outside of her hotel outside of an automobile, then she would have
met the same fate as Rosa Parks. The trial ended in a mistrial, but Judge Herbert Walker (nicknamed the phumpfer
by newspaper reporters because his enunciation was poor) ordered Hollywood Research, Inc. to cease and desist from
making up and printing stories about entertainers. A second trial in December 1957 resulted in a $5,000 fine for
Confidential and same for Whisper. These magaazines are the ones that supposedly damaged Johnnie Ray's
reputation in the United States. But we'll never know if they did because starting in 1957 anyone who cited Confidential,
Hush Hush, Whisper, etc. as a reliable source was a person without friends. And you need friends to work in the
entertainment business (even as an executive who ruins careers).

celebrity biography readings Johnnnie Ray Ruined By Jonny Whiteside

Posted by Scarlotti - 2009/12/10 05:58

What he doesn't know (or foolishly omitted from his biography of Johnnie Ray), is that the reputation of those
magazines sank from smutty to fraudulent in 1957. You don't get that in Whiteside's book. He does provide a
bibliography in the back with citations of this 1955 Hush Hush issue or that one about Johnnie Ray's alleged
homosexuality. The bibliography lists close to 3 dozen books, and 5 1/2 pages worth of articles
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Hey Scarlotti,| guess the flags will all be flying outside your house tommorrow (30th) right? ;) ROGER FORD
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Hey Scarlotti,| guess the flags will all be flying outside your house tommorrow (30th) right? :) You know it! March
30th is tantamount to a national holiday in Scarlottiland. It's still a good 7 hours away in San Diego, but here's a great
big (slightly early) HAPPY 91st BIRTHDAY to FRANKIE LAINE!!! :D
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others. Including the following friends of Johnnie who lived to read the book and told Mr. Whiteside they hated it:
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... that Johnnie believed and kept secret a far - fetched story about his girlfriend getting murdered in connection  with
the JFK assassination, A JFK-related conspiracy theory??? What was Johnnie thinking???  Anyway, Whiteside
doesn't say that Johnnie kept it secret
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Anyway, Whiteside doesn't say that Johnnie kept it secret
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Whiteside loses his mind comparing Oswald to Charles Guiteau, assassin  of President James Garfield. The legacy of
Guiteau shooting Garfield is the Civil Service Commission. Before it was created Guiteau was one of the hundreds of
men who stood in line at the White House asking for civilian jobs during the new president's administration, many
getting angrier with each rejection. How this makes Oswald look guilty (in the era of IBM cards) and Dorothy Kilgallen
look gullible is beyond comprehension.  Uh, Whiteside simply states that Oswald was A psychopath, the classic
assassin
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believe that she was overdosed, smuggled lifeless into the house and propped up in bed.. In other words, Johnnie's
views were similarto  eveyone else's who knew Kilgallen.  Whiteside loses his mind comparing Oswald to Charles
Guiteau, assassin  of President James Garfield. The legacy of Guiteau shooting Garfield is the Civil Service
Commission. Before it was created Guiteau was  one of the hundreds of men who stood in line at the White House
asking for civilian jobs during the new president's administration, many  getting angrier with each rejection. How this
makes Oswald look guilty (in the era of IBM cards) and Dorothy Kilgallen look gullible  is beyond comprehension.
Uh, Whiteside simply states that Oswald was A psychopath, the classic assassin
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Jim Low could have made the story up, or Whiteside could have put the words in his mouth. I've seen a television
documentary on Johnnie Ray called The South Bank Show. VHS and DVD copies are available from Landseer
Productions in London. It has sound bites of Jim Low talking, but he doesn't discuss Johnnie's sex life or childhood
crushes on boys or girls. Landseer Productions would have no reason to excise the story if Low is willing to tell it
truthfully. The program lasts 90 minutes, and British television is well-known for never censoring stories about sex.
He could have
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jan_simon...@yahoo.com (Jan Simonson) wrote in message
<news:fe2b4797.0404061050.6b4cf4Ab4@posting.google.com...  Jim Low could have made the story up, or Whiteside
could have putthe words in his mouth. I've seen a television documentary on Johnnie Ray called The South Bank
Show. VHS and DVD copies are available from Landseer Productions in London. It has sound bites of Jim Low
talking, but he doesn't discuss Johnnie's sex life or childhood crushes on boys or girls. Landseer Productions would
have no reason to excise the story if Low is willing to tell it truthfully. The  program lasts 90 minutes, and British
television is well-known for  never censoring stories about sex. He could have
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Whiteside claimed that Johnnie was bisexual. Not homosexual. | don't have the book handy, but Whiteside refers at
some pointto  Johnnie's reputation as a strictly gay fellow (should we attribute THAT to Hollywood Research?) and
on another page we learn that Elvis gave off strictly heterosexual vibes onstage and that made people forget the
effeminate Johnnie. All of that is Jonny Whiteside's opinion off of which he makes a living. He likes to eat. Me, |
believe Johnnie was an individual and Elvis was an individual and Little Richard was an individual. None was
effeminate. Nobody's stage presence was more masculine than the others'. They were the pioneers. By the time you
get to David Bowie in 1972, there's no more pioneering so the stars have marketing in mind. Well... I've always
thought that Little Richard and Johnnie Ray were a bit on the effeminate side. Perhaps I'm more attuned to that sort of
thing, having grown up in an era when the topic of homosexuality was out of the closet. Elvis, otoh, definitely had a
masculine presence. Not that it matters. 1 still prefer Johnnie Ray's music over Elvis'
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